Today, natural light once again streams into the rotunda, which houses a stunning 
collection of glass art by renowned Tacoma artist Dale Chihuly. Suspended from the 
center of the domed ceiling is one of Chihuly's most breathtaking pieces, a 20-foot blue 
chandelier consist-ing of over 2,700 cobalt-colored, balloon-like glass globes. The 
rotunda also retains several historically si gnificant features, including a large clock, 
marble water fountains, and wooden benches. 


Most of the railroad tracks and platforms and part of the original concourse were 
removed during the rehabilitation for the federal courts. A simple, three-story addition, 
designed by Tacoma architects Merrit+Pardini in collaboration with the Seattle firm of 

Bassetti Norton Metler Rekevics was completed in 1992. The sympathetic addition is 
located to the north and east of the original building. The two buildings are separated by a 
courtyard but linked by an interior connector, which extends from the east side of the 
rotunda. 


Ten courtrooms were needed for the federal courts. Two were created within the north 
and south wings of the 1911 building, while the addition provided eight more. All the 
courtrooms offer state-of-the-art technology, and are designed so that each can be used, 

inter-changeably, for District, Bankruptcy, or Magistrate proceedings. 


* 


Union Station was listed in the National Register of Hist 


the National Register 


